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Gifts aud. Grares of — hy 
in common, till Envy made the 

| firft incloſure. Here thou mayeſt 
ſhew _ thy Wiſdom' in ſpinning 4 
fine thread out of coarſe Wool. 

Do not. hurt bim by thy Malice, 
who would Help thee in thy Mar- 
riage. Who would plant a Piece 


Pre achi * it is in Padliſbin 
* - 3 added £5 
its ffaturr; to ſecure it from the 
City of Refuge: ' Let him 
fows his Pains reap thy Prayers. 
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LORD JESUS 


"Will Sirker 


GEN. IL 18. 
And the Lord God ſaid, it is not 


good that the Mor jbould. be 
alone: I will make lin a belp 
meet for him. 


> 


Umine miſery is to Divine 
Mercy, as a black foil t6's 
ſparkling Diamond, or 4s fa- 

dle Cloud to the Sun-beams, 
pſal. 8. 4. Lord, what is man, that 
thou art mindful of Him! Man i i Þ 


In his Creation, Angelica). 

In his Corruption, Diabolical. 
In his Renovation, Theological. 
In his Trapſlation, Majeſtical. 
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A King in Heaven. 


There were four Silver Channels 
in which the Criſtal Streands of Gods 
Affection ran to Man in his Creation. 
TIF . SY 1 X 

1, Ia his Preparation. 

2. In his Affiliation, 
J. In his Coronation. 
4+ In his Aſſociation. 


1. In his Preparation Other 
Creatures received the Charter of 
their Beings by a ſimple fat ; but 
there was 4 Conſultation at his 
Forming, not for the Difficulty, but 
for the Dignity of the Work, The 
Painter is more ſtudious about that 
which he means to make his Ma- 
ſter· piece. The Four Elements were 
raken out of their Elements, to make 
up the Perfeftion of Mans Comple- 
Aion ; the Fire was purified , the 


Air 
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Air was clarified, - the Water was 
rged, the Earth was refined 5 when 
was moulded, Heaven and Barth 
was married; a from the one 
was eſpouſed to a Soul from the 
other. * 0 

2. In his Aſrmilation other Crea 
tures were made like themſelves, 
but Man was made like God, as. 
the Wax hath the of the 
Seal upon it. It is irable to be- 
hold fo fair a Picture in ſuch coarſe 
Canvas, and ſo bright a Character 
in ſo Brown Paper. 


3. In his Coronation - He that made 
Man and all the reſt, made Man 
over all the reſt ; quant lun Do» 
minum poſſuir Deus is tantum o- 
minium, he was a little ordof a 


great Lordſhip ; this King was crowns 
ed in his Cradle. | 

4. In his Afociatiov - Society is 
the Solace of Humanity: the World 
ove be a Deſart without 2 Con- 
ort. 


Moſt 


2. An Aſlertion, 'T:s not good that 
Man ſbould be alone. 

3. A Determination, I will make 
an help meet for bim. 

fo the firſt there's a Majeſty pro- 


in the ſecond, there's a malady 
preſented. 
in the third, there's a remedy 
provided. 
Once more let me put theſe Grapes 
imo the Preſs. 

1. The Soveraignneſs of the ex- 
preſſion, And the Lord God ſaid. , 
2. The 
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2. The Solitarineſs of the Condi. 
tion, Tit wot good , &c. 

3. The Surableneſs of the Provi 
fion , I will make , &cc. 


In the farſt, There's the worth of 
Veracity. 


In the ſecond, There's the want 
of Society. 


In the third, There's the work of 
Divinity. 


Of theſe in their Order. 
And firſt of the firſt, 


Firſt , The Soveraigneſs of the Ex- 
preſſion „ And the Lord God ſaid. 
hw ny 1. 70. As he ſpake by the 
of his Prophets. In other 
Seri row he uſed their mouths, 
but in this he makes uſe of his own : 
they were the Organs, and he the 
Breath ; the early ſtreams, and he 


the Fountain, How he ſpaxe „tis 
B hard 
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hard to be ſpoken Whether eternally, 
or internally, or externally, Q- 
modo now eff quod queremus , ſed 
pot ius quid dixerit intelligamus ; we 
are not to enquire to the manner of 
ſpeaking , but to the matter that's 
ſpoken ; which leads me like a di- 
recting - ſtar from the Suburbs to the 
City, from the Porch to the Palace, 
from the Founder of the Mine, to 
the Treaſure that is in it, It & not 
good, Ve, 


In which you have two things, 


1. The Subject. 
2. The Predicate. 


The Subject, Man alone. 
The Predicate , Tu not good, Ke. 


Firſt, The Subject, Man alone; 
take this in two branches. 


1. As it is limited to one Man. 
2. As it is lengthened to all 
Men. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, as it is limited to ane Man, 
and fo it is taken particularly: Man, 
for the firſt Man. When all other 
Creatures had their Mates , Adam 
wanted his : though he was the 
Emperour of the Earth, and the 
Admiral of the Seas, yet in Para- 
diſe without a Companion ; though 
he was truly happy , yet he was 
not fully happy; Tnough he had 
enough for his board, yet he had 
not enough for his bed : Though 
he had many Creatures to ſerve 
him, yet he wanted a Creature ro 
ſolace him; when he was com- 
pounded in Creation, he muſt be 
compleated by Con junction; when 
he had no fin to hurt him, then he 
muſt have a Wife to help him; It « 
not good that man ſhould be alone, 


Secondly, as it's lengthned to all 
Men, and ſo its taken univerſally, 
Heb. 13. 4. Marriage i honourable 

B 2 unt o 
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umto all, not only but . 
It's not only warrantabie, but honou- 
table. The whole Trinity hath 
conſpired together to ſer a Crown 
of Glory upon the Head of Matri- 
mony, | 


1. God the Huber: Marriage was 
a Tree planted within the Walls of 
Paradiſe , this Flower firſt grew in 
Gods Garden, 


2. The Son : Marriage is a Cryſtal 
glaſs , wherein Chriſt and the Sainrs 
o ſee each others faces. 


3. The Holy Ghoſt, by his over- 
ſhadowing of the Bleſſed Virgin. 
Well might the World when it ſaw 
her pregnancy, ſuſpe& ber Virgini- 
ty : but her Matrimonial Condition 
was a grave to that Suſpicion : 
without this her Innocency had not 
prevented her Infamy : ſhe needed a 
Shield to defend that Chaſtity a- 
broad, which was kept inviolable 
ar home. Too 
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Too many that have not worth 
to preſerve their virgigiy; 
have yet will enough to cover heir 
unchaſtity ; turning the Mediaine 
of Frailty, into the Mantle of Fil- 
thineſs, Certainly ſhe is mad that 
cuts off her Leg to get her a Crutch, 
or that venomes her Face to wear 
Mask. 8 
St. Pas / makes it one of the C ha · 
racters of thoſe that 'hould caſhier 
the Faith , 1 Tim. . 3. Not to for- 
bear Marriage, which may be law- 
ful; but to forbid it, Which is 
ſinful. 
One of the Popes of Rome, ſprin 
kles this unholy drop upon it, C 


pollut tonem  immunditicn. 


It's ſtrange that ſhould be a Pollu- 
tion „ Which was inſtirured before 
Corruption; or that Impurity, which 
was ordained in the State of Inno- 
cency : or that they ſhould make 
that to be a Sin, which they make 


to be a Sacrament. 
But 
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But a Baſtard may be laid at the 

Door of Chaſtity , and a Leaden 

Crown ſet upon a Golden Head. 

Bellarmine that mighty Arlax of 
the Papal Power, blows his ſtinking 
breath upon it, ſaying, Better were 
it for a Prieſt to defile himſelf with 
many Harlots., than to be married 
to one Wife. Theſe Children of 
the Purple Whore prefer their Mo- 
naſteries before our Marriages , a 
Concubine before a Companion. 
They uſe too many for their Luſts, 
to chuſe any for their Love. Their 
Tables are ſo largely ſpread, that 
they can't feed upon one Diſh. 

As for their exalting of a Vir- 
gin State, it's like him that com- 
mended Faſting when he had filled 
his Belly. 

Who knows not that Virginity is 
a Pearl of Sparkling Luſtre? But 
cannot the one be ſet up, without 
the other be thrown down? Will 
no Oblation paciſie the former, but 
the 


Fit the Finger. «©, 
the demoliſhing of the later. Though 
we find many Enemies to the Choice 
of Marriage, yet it's rare to find 
any Enemies tothe uſe of Marriage. 
They would pick the Lock that want 
the Key, and pluck the Fruit that 
do not plant the Tree. 

The Hebrews have 2 Saying, He 
is uot a Man, that hath not u Mo- 


man. 

Though they climbe too high a 
bough , yet its to be feared that 
ſuch fleſh is full of Imperfe&ion , 
that is not tending to Propagati- 
on: Though Man alone may be 

ood , yer it is not good that Man 
* uld be alone; which leads me from 
the Subject to the Predicate, It # 
not good, &c. 
on bonum , is not in this place as 
malum, but bonum eft honeſtum, utile, 
jucundum. 

Now it is not good that Man 
ſhould be in a fingle condition, 
upon a threefold conſideration. 

1. In 
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1. Inreſpe&of fin, which would 
not elſe be prevented. i 
is like water, to quench * 
of luſts fire, 1 Coremth. 3. 2. er- 
theleſi to avoid Fornicatios , let eve. 
ry one have his own Wife , Nc. Man 
needed no ſuch Phy when he 
was in perfect health. Temptations 
may break Natures beſt Fence, and 
lay its Paradiſe waſte ; but a fingle 
Life is a Priſon of unruly Deſires, 
which is daily attempted to be bro» 
ken, open. | 
Some indeed force themſelves to 
a fingle Life , meerly to avoid the 
Charges of a Married State ; they 
had rather fry in the greaſe of their 


own ſenſuality, than extinguiſh thoſe 

flames with an allowed remedy ; Er 

belter to marry than to burn, to 

be lawfully coupled, than to be 

luſtfully ſcorched. It's beſt feed- q 
, 


ing theſe flames with Ordinate 


fewel. 
2. Is 
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2. "Tis nor in reſpect of 
Mankind , - which then would not be 
propagated. The Roman Hiſtorian 
relating the raviſhing of the Sabine 
Women, excuſed ir thus, Res erat 
uni u ati tus virorum with- 
out them Mankind would fall from 
the Earth and periſh. Marriages do 
turn Mutability into the Image of 
Eternity it ſprings up new buds, 
when the old are withered. It's a 
greater honour for a Man to be the 
Father of one Son, than to be the 
Maſter of many Servants. With- 
out a Wife, Children cannot be 
had lawfully ; without a good Wife, 
Children cannot be had comforra- 
bly. Man and Woman, as the Stock 
and the Scion, being grafted by Mar- 
riage, are Trees bearing Fruit to 
the World. 
St, Angufline ſays, This Pair is, 
Primum Par © Fundameniun Om. 
num, Ke. 


C They 
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They are the firſt Link of Human 
Society , to which all the reſt are 
zoy Mankind had long ago de- 
cayed and been like a Taper fallen 
inte the Socket, if thoſe breaches 
which are et by Mortality, were 
not repaired by Matrimony. 

3- Tis not good in regard of the 
Church , which could not theo have 
been expatiated, Where there is no 
Generation, there can be no Rege- 
neration. 

Nature makes us Creatures, before 
Grace makes us Chriſtians. 

If the Loins of Men had been leſs 
jruicful , the death of Chriſt would 
have been leſs ſucceſsful, 

it was a Witty Queſtion that one 
pur to him that ſaid, Marriages fills 
the Earth , but Virginity fills the 
Heavens : How can the Heavens be 
full if the Earth be empty ? 

Had Adaw lived in Innocency 
without Matrimony , there would 
have becn no Servants of God in 
the 
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the Church for no Saints 
with God in the Chitch Trium- 


phant. But I will not fink this Veſ- 
— — — of it, nor 
$s this truth to death , by layi 

too great a load upon its Holders. © 

ere is one Knot which I muſt 
untie before I make a farther 
greſs, 1 Car. 7. 1. It is good for 4 
Mas wot to touch a Woman. 

Do all the Scriprures proceed out 
of the ſame Mouth, and do they not 
all the ſame Truth 7 The God 
of Unity will not indite Diſcord ; 
and the God of Verity catinot aſſert 
Falſhood. If Good and Evil be Con- 
traries , how contrary then are theſe 

? Either Moſes miſtakes 

, or Paul miſtakes Moſes about 
the Point of Marriage. 

To which | ſhall give a double 
Anſwer. 

1. There is a Publick and a Pri. 
vate Good, In reſpect of one Man, 
it may be good not to touch a Wo- 

C 3 man, 
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man, but in reſpect of all, So it 4 
not good that Man ſhould be atone. 

Moſes ſpeaks of the ſtate of Man 
created, Paul of the ſlate of Man 
corrupted : now that which by in- 
ſtirution was a mercy , may by cor- 
ruption become a miſery ; as pure 
water is tainted by running through 
a miry channel; or as the Sun-beams 
receive a tincture by ſhining through 
a coloured glaſs. There's no print 
of evil in = World, but fin was 
the ſtamp that made it. They that 
ſeek nothing but Weal in its Com- 
miſſion , will find nothing but Wo in 
the Concluſion, Which leads me 
from the Solitarineſs of the Condi- 
tion, Man alone, to the Sutableneſs 
of the Proviſion , I will wake an help 
meet for him. 


In which you have two parts , 
1. The Agent, { will make, 


2+ The Object, A help. 


Firſt, 
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Fitſt, The Agent, I Il mate. 
We cannot build a Houſe with; 
out Tools, but the Trinity is! at 
liberty; | uw 


Dic Verbum tantum. 


To God's Omniſcicnce there's no- 
thing inviſtble , and to God's Omni- 
potence there's nothing impoſſible. 


We work by Hands without , but 
he works without hands. He that 
made Man meet for Help, makes a 
meet Help for Man. | 


Marriages are conſented above, 
but conſummated below, Prov. 18. 
22. Though Man wants Supply, 
yet Man cannot ſupply his Wants, 
James 1. 17. Every good and perfect 
gift comes from above , cc. A Wife, 
though ſhe be not a perfect gitt, 
yet ſhe is a good gift. Theſe beams 
are darted from the Sun of Righte- 


ouſnels. 
C 3 Haſt 
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Haſt thou a ſoft Heart ? It's of 
God's breaking: Haſt thou a ſweet 
Wife? She's of God's making. 

Let me draw up this Expreſſion 
with a double Application. 

1, When thou layeſt out for ſuch 
a good on earth, look up to the 
God of Heaven, Let him make thy 
choice for thee, who hath made his 
choice of thee. Look above you, 
before you, look about you. No- 
thing makes up the happineſs of a 
married condition, like the holineſs 
of a mortified diſpoſition, Account 
not thoſe the moſt worthy that are 
the moſt Wealthy. Art thou match. 
ed to the Lord? Match in the Lord. 
How happy are fach Marriages , 
where Chriſt is at the Wedding 
Let none but thoſe who have found 
favour in Gods Eyes, find favour in 
yours. 

2. Give oo the —_—_ your 

talation for ay mpani- 
— Take heed of paying voor 

Rent 


XUM 


Fit don the Finger. 22 
Rent to a wrong Land-lord : When 
you taſte of tho ſtream, reflet on 
the Spring that feeds it. Now thou 
haſt Eyes for thy Speculation , 
four Hands for thy Operation , four 
| Feet for thy Ambulation, and four 
| Shoulders for thy Suſtentation. What 
the Sin — the Holy Ghoſt is in 
| Point of _ that is unthankful- 
| neſs in point of Morality ; an Offence 
unpardonable. Pity it is but that 
| Moon ſhould be ever in an Eclipſe, 
| that will net acknowledge her beams 
| to be borrewed from the Sun. He 
ö that praiſes not the Giver, prizes not 
| the Gift ; and ſo I paſs from the A- 
gent to the Object, A He. 
She muſt be lo much, and no leſs; 
and ſo much and no more. Our Ribs 
| were not ordained to be our Rulers. 
| They are not made of the Head, to 
claim Superiority , but out of the 
r Side, to be content with Equality. 
. They deſert the Author of Nature, 
p that invert the Order of Nature. The 
ü Woman 
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Woman was made for the Mans conv. 
fort, but the Man was not made fot 
the Womans command. Thoſe Shoul- 
ders aſpire roo high, that content not 
themſelves with a room below their 
Head. It's between a Maa and his 
Wife in the Houſe , as it is between 
the Sun and the Moon in the Hea: 
vens, when the greater Light goes 
down , the leſſer Lighs' gets up; 
when the one ends in ſetting , the 
other begins in ſhining. The Wife 
may be a Sovereign in her Husbands 
abſence , but ſhe muſt be ſubject in 

her Husbands preſence. As Pharaoh 

faid to Joſeph, fo ſhould the Husband 

ſay to his Wife, Gen. 41. 40. Thou 

ſhalt be over my Houſe, and accord- 

ing to thy word ſhall all my people 

be ruled; onely in the Throne will 

be greater than thou. The body of 

that Houſhold can never make any 

good motion, whoſe bones are out of 

place. The Woman muſt be a help to 

the Man in theſe four things : 


1 „ „ „ 
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1. To his Piety. 

2. To his Society. 
3. To his Progeny. 
4. To his Proſperity, 


To his Piety, by the ferventneſs 
of her Excitation, To his Society, by 
-_ fragrantneſs of her — 

o his eny, by the fruitfulneſs of 
her Education To his Proſperity, by 
the faithfulneſs of her Preſervation. 


1. To his Piety by the ferventneſs 

of her Excitatioa , 1 Pet. 2,7. 
Husband and Wife ſhould be as 
the two Milch-kine , which were 
coupled together to carry the Ark 
of: God; or as the two Cherubims, 
that looked one upon another , and 
both upon the Mercy- ſeat: or as the 
two Tables of Stone, on each of 
which were engraven the Laws of 
God. In ſome Families Married per- 
D ſons 
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ſons are like Jeremiabs two baskets 
of Figs, the one very good, the o- 
ther very evil z or like Fire and Wa- 
ter, whil'ſt the one is flaming in de- 
votion, the other is freezing in cor- 
ruption. There is a two fold hin- 
drance of Holineſs ; Firſt, of the 
right ſide; Secondly, on the left: On 
the right ſide, when the Wife would 
run in Gods way, the Husband will 
not let her go: when the Fore-horſe 
in a Team will not draw, he w 

all the reſt 3 when the General of 
an Army forbids a March , all the 
Souldiers ſtand ſtill. Sometimes on 
the left: How did Sen, Idolms 
trous Wife, draw away his heart 
from Heaven? A ſinning Wife was 
Satan's firſt Ladder, by which he 
ſcaled the Walls of Paradiſe , and 
took away the Fort-Royal of Adams 
Heart from him. Thus ſhe that 
ſhould have been the help of his 
Fleſh , was the hurt of his Faith: 
His Natures Under-propper, becomes 


his 
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up in one Noſegay 7 that augments 
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on the Shoulders, The Wile 
is often to the Husband , as the luy 
is to the Oak, which draws away 
his ſap from him. 

2. A Help to his Society by the 
fragraatneſs of her Converſation, 
is an Aſfectionate Creature 
now the Womans Behaviour ſhoy 
be ſuch towards the Man, as to 
requite his Affection by increafing 
his Delectation. That the New- 
born Love may not be blaſted as 
ſoon as its bloſſomed ; that it ma 
not be ruined before it be ro 
A Spouſe ſhould carry her ſelf ſo 
to her Husband as not to diſturb his 
Love by her Contentioa , nor to de- 
ſtroy his Love by her Alienat ion. 
Husband and Wife ſhould be like 
two Candles burning together, which 
makes the Houſe more lightſome ; 
or like two fragrant Flowers bound 


its 
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its ſweetneſs ; or like two welk-tu- 
ned Inſtruments, which ſounding 
together, make the more melodi- 
ous Muſick. Husband and Wife, 
what are they but as two ſprings 
meeting, and ſo joyning their 
ſtreams that they make but one 
Current? It's an unpleaſing == 

is 


Qacle to view any Conrention 1n t 
Con junction. 


3. To his Progeny , by the Fruit - 
fulneſs of her Education; that ſo 
her Children in the Fleſn, may be 
God's Children in the Spirit, 1 Sam. 
1. 11. Hannah ſhe vows if the Lord 
will give her a Son, by bearing him, 
ſhe will return that Son to the Lord 
by ſerving him. A Spouſe ſhould 
be more careful of her Chil- 
drens Breeding, than ſhe ſhould be 
fearſul of her Childrens Bearing. 
Take heed leſt theſe Flowers grow 
in the Devil's Garden. Though you 
bring them out in Corruption, = 

0 
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do not bring them up to Damanati- 
on. Thoſe are not Mothers, but 
Monſters , that whil'ſt they ſhoald 
be teaching their Children the way 
to Heaven with their Lips, are 
leading them the way to Hell with 
their lives. 

Good Education is the beſt Li- 
very you can give them living; 
and it's the beſt Legacy you can 
leave them dying. You let out your 
Cares to make them great, O lift 
up your Prayers to make them 
good : That before you die from 
them , you may ſee Chriſt live in 
them. | 

Whilſt theſe twigs are green and 
tender, they ſhould be bowed to- 
wards God. Children and Servants 
are in a Family, as Paſſengers are 
in a Boat; Husband and Wife they 
are as a pair of Oars, to row them 
to their deſired Haven. Let theſe 
ſmall pieces of Timber be hewed 
and ſquared for the Cœleſtial Build- 
D 3} ing. 
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Scepter of Grace 
— their 2 , you will ſet a 
Crown of Glory upon their Heads. 


4. A Help to his Proſperity by 

her faithful Preſervation , being nor 
a Wanderer abroad, but, 8 Worker 
at home. 
One of the Ancieats ſpeaks ex- 
cellently ; She muſt not be a Field- 
Wife, like Dinah ; nor a Street- 
Wife, like Thawar ; nor a Window 
Wife, like Jeabel. 

Phidess when he drew a Woman, 
painted her fitting under a Snail- 
ſhell, that ſhe might imitate that 
little Creature „that goes no far- 
ther than it can carry its Houſe up- 
oa its Head. 

How many Women are there, 
that are not labouring Bees , but 
Idle Drones ; that take up a room 
inthe Hive , but bring no Honey to 
it ; that are Moths to their Huſ- 
bands Eſtates ; ſpending when they 
ſhould 
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ſhould be ſparing ?. As the Man's 
part is to prov i ſo 
the Womans is to preſerve diſcreet- 
ly; the one muſt not be care- 


lefly w ; the other muſt not 

da Rt tdi Man muſt 
with diligence, the Wo- 
man muſt be ſaving with providence. 
The Cock and Hen both ſcrape to- 
gether in the Duſt-heap , to pick 
up ſomething for theit little Cine. 

ens. T9 


To wind up this on a ſhort bots 
tom, 


1. If the Woman be a help to the 
Man , then let not the Man caſt dirt 
on the Woman. | 


Secundus being asked his Opinion 
of a Woman, ſpeaks thus, Viri naw- 
fragium, domus tempeſtas, quiet in 
impedimentum, &c. But ſurely he was 
4 Monſter, and not a Man, fitter for a 
Tomb to bury him, than a Womb ro 
bear him. Some 


nm > 
Some have ſtyled them to be, 


Like Clouds in the Sky, 
Like Motes in the Sun. 
Like Snuffs in the Candle. 
Like Weeds in the Garden. 


It is not good to play the But- 
cher with that naked Sex, that hath 
no arms but for embraces. . A Prea · 
cher ſhould not be filent for thoſe, 
who are ſilenced from Preaching ; be- 
cauſe they are the weaker veſſels, 
ſhall they be broken all to pieces ? 
Thou that ſayeſt Women are evil, 
it. may be thy Expreſſion flows 
from thy Experience ; but I ſhall 
never take that Mariner for my Pi- 
lot , that hath no better knowledge, 
than the ſplitting of his own Ship. 
Wilt thou condemn the frame of 
all, for the fault of one? As if it 
were true Logick , becauſe ſome 
are evil, therefore none are good. 
He 
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| He hath ill Eyes that diſdains all Ob- 
jets. To blast thy Helper , is to 
blame thy Maker. In a word , we 
took our riſe from their Bowels, 
/ and may take our reſt in their Bo- 
|  forus. 1 
z. Is the Woman to be a to 
the man? Then let the Man beg 
| help to the Woman. What makes 
| thefe Debtors be ſuch ill Pay-Ms- 
| ſters ? but becauſe they look at what 
| i owing to them, but not at what 
| Sowingbythem? If thou would t 
| have thy Wife's reverence, let her 
| have thy reſpect. To force a fear 
| from this Relation , is that which 
neither befits the Husbands authori- 
ty to enjoyn , nor the Wifes duty to 
perform. A Wife muſt not be ſharp. 
by driven, but ſweetly drawn. Com- 
paſſion — bend her, but Com- 
N pulſion wilt break her. Husband 
| and Wife ſhould act towards each 


other with: comſent, not by conſtraint. 
E There 


XUM 


A Medditig-Rieie); 
There are four 


. s wherein 
the Husband is 8 meet help to the 
Wife. a 


Firſt , In his protecting of her 
from Injuries. It's well obſerved 
by one , that the Rib of which 
Woman 'was made, was taken from 
under the Man's arm: as the uſe of 
the arm is to keep off blows from 
the Body, ſo the Office of the Huſ- 
band is to ward off blows from the 
Wife. The Wife is the Husbands 
Treaſury, and the Husband ſhould 
be the Wifes Armory. In Darkneſs 
he ſhould be her Sun for Direction; 
in Danger he ſhould be her Shield 
for Protection. 


Secondly, In his providing for her 
Neceſſities. The Husband muſt 
communicate Maintenance to the 
Wife, as the Head conveys luflu- 
ence to the Members; thou muft 
not be a Drone, and ſhe a Drudge. 
A 


. 
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Fit m „ 
A Man in a Married Bitte ,” is like 
a Chamberlain id an lune, theres 
knocking for him in; every Romi 
Many Perſons in this condition, waſte 
that Eſtate in Luxury, which ſhould 
ſupply their Wife's Neceſſity. Nee: 
amor uięet mariti, \wrc fart Obri. 
ſtiant; They have neither the Faith 
of a Chriſtian, nor the Love of 4 
Husband. Is 'a ſadoſpeRtacle toi 
ſee a Virgin fold with her own mo- 
ney unto ſlavery, hen Services are; 
better than Marriages ; The one re- 
ceives Wages ;-whil it the other buys 
their Fetters. oN 70 


3. In his Covering of ker Infir- 
mities. Who would trample upon 
a Jewel becauſe it is fallen in the 
dirt? Or throw away a heap of 
Wheat for a little Chaff? Or de- 
fpiſe a Golden Wedge, becauſe it 
retains ſome Droſs? Theſe Roſes 
have ſome prickles. Now Husbands 
ſhould ſpread a Mantle of Charity 
E 2 over 


36 AlddlugRing;: 

be ul Birds that defile their own 
Noſts. It's a t deal better 
ſhould faſt, feaſt your ſelves 
upon their failings. Some Husbands 
are never well, longer than they 
ate holding their fingers in their 
Wife's fores. Such are like Crows, 
that faften onely upon Carrion- 
Do not put out the Candle, be- 
cauſe of the Snuff. If the Gold be 
good, allow n Grains. Husbands 
and Wives ſhould provoke one an- 
other to Love ; and they ſhould 
love one another notwithſtandi 
of provocation. Take heed of poy- 
ſoning thoſe Springs from whence 
the ſtreams of your pleaſure flows. 


4. By bis delighting in her 80- 
citty : A Wife takes Sanctuary, not 
only in her Husbands Houſe , but in 
his Heart. The Tree of Love ſhould 

w up in the Family , as the 
Tree of Life grew up in the _ 
en. 


XUM 
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fit doe the Flagen #57 
den. They chat chuſe their Love, 
ſhoald love their Choice. They 
that Marry where they affect not, 
will affect where they Marry not. 
Two joyned together without Love, 
are but two tyed together to make 
one another miſerab And fo | 
paſs to the laſt Stage of the Text, 
A Help meet. 


A Help , there's her Fulneſs ; a 
meet Help, there's her ſitneis. 


The Angels were too much above 
him ; The Creatures were too much 
below him; he could not ſtep up to 
the former, nor could he ſtoop down 
to the later : The one was out of 
his reach, the other was out of his 
race: but the Woman is a parallel. 
line drawn equal with him: meet ſhe 
muſt be in three things. 


1. In the Harmony of her Di- 
ſpoſition. Husband and Wife ſhould 


E 3 be 
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be like the lmage in a Looking-glaſs, 
that anſwers in all properties fo the 
face that ſtands before it; or like an 
Eccho that returneth the voice it 
receiveth. Many Marriages are like 
putting New Wine into Old Bot- 
tles. An Old Man is not a meet 
Help for a Young Woman. He that. 
ſets a Gray Head upon Green Shoul- 
ders, hath one Foot in the Grave, 
and another in the Cradle, Yet 
how many times do you ſee the 
Spriag of Youth , wedded to the 
Winter of Old Age ? A Young Per- 
ſon is not a meet Help for an Old 
Woman; Rau Fleſh is but an ill 
Plaiſter for Rotten Bones. He that 
in his Nonage- marries another in 
her Dotage, his Luſt hath one Wife 
in Poſleſſion , but his Love another 
in Reverſion. 


2. la the Heiauldry of her Con- 
dition. Some of our European Na- 
tions are ſo ſtrict in their junctions, 

that 


— — 
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Wits 


tio; theFiger” 2» 


that it's; againſt ther Laws , for 


the Commonalty to Couple ne 


Gentry. 

It was well ſaid by one: If the 
Wife be too much above her Has» 
baud , ſhe either ruins him by her 
vaſt expences , or reviles him with 
her baſe reproaches : If ſhe be too 
much below her Husband , either 
her former Condition makes her too 
generous, or her preſent mutation 
makes her too imperious. 


Marriages are ſtyled Matches ; yet 
amongſt thoſe many that are Mar- 
ried , how few are there that are 
matched ? Husbaads and Wives 
are like Locks and Keys, that rather 
break than open , except the Watds 
be anſwerable. 


in the Holineſs of her Reli. 
gion. If [Adultery may ſeparate a 
Idolatry may 
hinder 


Marriage contracted, 


4 TN eneding Mag; 
hinder a age not perfected. 
Catzel of divers kinds were not to 
ingender , 2 Cor. 6. 14. Be not . 
— goaked, &c. It's dangerous ta- 
ing her for a Wife, who will not 
take God for a Husband. It is not 
meet that one Fleſh ſhould be of 
two Spirits, Is there never a Tree 
thou likeſt in the Garden, but that 
which bears forbidden fruit ? There 
are but two Channels in which the 
remsining ftreams ſhall run. 


1. To thoſe Men that want Wives, 
how to chuſe them. 


2. To thoſe Women that have Huſ- 
bands , how to uſe them. 


Firſt, To thoſe Men rhat want 
Wives, how to chuſe them. 

Marriage is the tying of ſuch a 
knot , that nothing bur death can 
unloſe. Common Reaſon ſuggeſts 


fo much, that we ſhould be long s 
doing, 


————— 
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doing, that Which ean but once be 
done. Where one deſign hath been 
ravelled in the Sands of Delay, 
ouſands have been ſplit upon 
the Rock of Precipitance. Raſh Ad- 
ventures ,. yields little gain. Op- 
portunities are not like Tides , that 
when one is paſt, another returns; 
but yet take heed of flying without 
your wings: you may breed ſuch 
Agues in your Bones, that may ſhake 
you to your Graves. 


1. Let me preſerve you from a 
Bad Choice. 


2. Preſent you with a good 
One. 


1. To preſerve you from a Bad 
Choice. Take that in Three Things : 


1. Chuſe not for Beauty. 

2. Chuſe not for Dowry. 

3. Chuſe not for Dignity, 
F 


4" "AF . 
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He that looks ſor Beaut) $ 
a Picture. 27 W n N 


He that loves for N. 5 
a Purchaſe. 


He that lea ns for Dighi catches 
with a Nulen nde at e 


The firſt of theſe is too blind to 
be directed. | 

The ſecond , too baſe to be ac- 
cepted. 

The third, too bold to be re- 
ſpected. 

1. Chuſe not by your Eyes. 

2. Chuſe not by your Hands. 

3. Chuſe not by your Ears. 


Firſt, Chuſe not by your Eyes, 
looking at the Beauty of the Per- 
ſon, Not but this is lovely in a 
Woman; but that this is not all for 
which 
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be beloved." 
Te 
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which a Woman ' ſhould: be be 
He that had the of man 
ſtamps the Character upon 


all; Favour i deceitſal, and 
ty « vain. The Sun is more bright 
in a Clear Sky, than when the Hori- 
zon is el But if a Womans 
Spirir hath of — irs lk 
irit iſtianity, it's | 

— in Sweet · meats, moſt dan- 

„Ges. 6. 2. The Sons of God 
aw the Daughters of Men, that they 
were fair, &c. e would have 
thought , that they ſhould rather 
have looked for Grace in the Heart, 
than for Beauty in the Face. Take 
heed of Inning at the faireſt Signs : 
The Swan hath black Fleſh under her 
white Feathers, 


Secondly, Chuſe not by your Hands, 

for the Bounty of the Portion, 
When Cato's Daughter was asked, 
Why - ſhe did not Marry? She thus 
replied; She could not ſind the Man 
| F 2 that 


4. +2 7 


loved her herſdn aboye her Por- 
tion. Men love. Curious Pictures, 
but they would have them fer in 
Golden Frames. Some are ſo de- 
, as to think any. good e- 
nough, who have but Goods enough. 
Take beed, for ſometimes the Bag 
and age go together, The Per- 
n be a Figure, and the Por- 

tion a Cypher, which added to ber, 
advances the Sum ; but alone fagntr- 
fies - nothing. When Thbewifocires 
was to marry hh Daughter, two 
Suitors courted her t er, the one: 
Rich, and a Fool the other Wiſe, 
but Poor ; and being demaaded, 
Which of the two he had rather 
his Daughter ſhould have? He ans 
ſwered, Mallem Virum fine. Pecys. 
nia, &c. | had rather ſhe ſhould 
have a Man without Money, than 
Moncy without a Man. 


44 


1 


Thirdlv, Chuſe not by your Eares, 
for the Digniy of her Farentage. 
| A 


They are nobly deſcended, bur by: 
nobly minded. Such was Aurelins 
Antinze , of whom it was ſaid , 
That he injured his — in ao 
owe of but being the/Father of: ſuck 

ild, There arc many low in 
their Deſcems, that are high in their 
Deſerts. Such as the rs Son; 
who! grew to be a famous Caprain 3 
when a great Perſon u the 
Meanneſs of his mat , My No- 
biticy (faith he) begins with me, 
but thy Nobility ends wih | thee. 
piety is a girater Hondur than Pa- 
ren Se is the beſt Gentlewo- 
man that is Heir of her own Ocſerrs, 
and not the degenerated 9 Bon 
of anothers Vertue. 


To preſear y you with 1 good 
in three things; 
F 3 1. Chuſe 
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O og 4 
1. Chuſs-ſuch a one as will be 
—— —— Take heed 
a your ſelves with 2 
med Heifers. 


2. Chuſe ſuch à One as may y- 
ize with you in your affliction, 

is juſt like a Se- Voyage; 
he that enters into this Ship, muſt 
look to 2 — — — tem- 

ts, 1 7. 2 ey 4 

Bal have trouble in the fleſb. Fes 
and trouble are married together, 
whether we marry or no; now 4 
Bitter Cup is too much to be drunk 
by one Mauth. A Burthen is 
eaſily carried by the of o- 
ther Shoulders. Husband and Wife 
ſhould neither be proud fleſh, nor 
dead fleſh. - You are fellow-mem- 
bers, therefore ſhould have a fellow 
feeling. While one ſtands ſafe on 
the Shore, the other ſhould pity him 
chat is toſt on the Sea. Sympathy in 
Suffering, 


t, that is falſe to thy Bed; and 
Hyp „that is falſe to thy 
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